LXVIII

to Sidney

VILLERS gave your letter to the Prince as
he was going to bed; he read it, and said
there was nothing he would not do for you.
He is now gone into Holland, so that we can do
no more with him at present. In the mean time
refledt about your own affairs, and be sure to
write what you wish us to do for you. You need
not fear the coming of Alen^on into this country;
if he comes at all, it will hardly be before autumn;
and if you should follow the camp only for a
few months, you would derive great advantage
from it, especially if you should improve your
acquaintance with La Noue. For as you are thor-
oughly well read in history, you will learn the
military system of our day far more quickly than
those who are ill acquainted with it.

I admire your courage in freely admonishing
the Queen and your countrymen of that which
is to the state's advantage* But you must take
care not to go so far that the unpopularity of your
conducft be more than you can bean Old men
generally make an unfair estimate of the char-
acfler of the young, because they think it a dis-
to be outdone by them in counsel Refledt
that you may possibly be deserted by most of
those who now think with you. For I do not doubt
there will be many who will run to the safe side
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